FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Songs for Presidents presents

Christine Heindl and Alexandra Phillips
September 27th to November 9th
Opening September 27th, 6 to 9pm

--September 17th, 2014-- Songs For Presidents is very pleased to present Christine Heindl and Alexandra Phillips in the inaugural show for the gallery. Phillips and Heindl both have an intuitive sense for materials and an investment in process, whether through an accumulative act of making, as in Heindl's paintings, or the observing and re-ordering of the urban environment in Phillip's sculptural objects.  

Christine Heindl's paintings shimmer with the tension of interruption; various kinds of "mistakes" hover between shifting facets and discontinuous planes. Ideas of fragmentation that can be both pleasurable and a surrender to sadness, simultaneously, are a touchstone for her work. She has an intuitive studio process, honed by years of painting, which alternates between building regimented grids and giving in to forms, words and shapes that emerge on their own. An early training in weaving and piecework returns in the mastery of patterning and unique spatial makeup of her paintings, which seem to slip in and out of focus.

Relying on the recovery of urban detritus, Alexandra Phillips’ practice pays exacting attention to the wear and tear of daily use. Materials that are in constant supply in the immediate environment, that are not precious or necessarily unique, but that are by-products of other activities, industrial and domestic, are searched out in a call and response dialogue. Working these materials into forms that echo traditional sculpture, she seeks to level the use/value system and notions of worth, while heightening our awareness of the immediate environment. 

Christine Heindl lives and works in Queens, and received her MFA in Painting from Cornell University.  She was the recipient of a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship in 2001 and an individual artist grant from the Joan Mitchell Foundation in 2009. She has exhibited at White Columns, Clementine Gallery, Curt Marcus Gallery, Columbus Museum of Art, Jamaica Center for the Arts, and Gavlak Gallery, among many other places.  

Alexandra Phillips graduated from North Carolina School of the Arts in 2006 and received her BFA from The Kansas City Art Institute in 2010.  She has attended workshops at Penland School of Crafts at Black Mountain, and Arcosanti in Flagstaff, AZ. Phillips’ work has been included in exhibitions in New York at the Emily Harvey Foundation, White Box, GoodWorks Gallery and other venues in the New York area. In 2013, she was the first artist to participate in a residency at The Vyrodepseio in Athens, Greece. Most recently, she was a 2014 Van Lier Visual Artist Fellow at Wave Hill.  Alex lives and works in Brooklyn.
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Christine Heindl
ExSexHex, 2013
acrylic, latex enamel, ink, paper on canvas
24" x 24"

Alexandra Phillips
studio, 2014









